Fact Sheet

Conservation Success Index: A Tool for Synthesizing and Communicating Salmonid Status and Trends

What is the Conservation Success Index?   The CSI is a quantitative tool developed by Trout Unlimited to facilitate tracking the status and trends of native salmonids and their habitats across broad geographic areas and to help prioritize restoration and management efforts for our organization.
How can we compare data across species and states?   The CSI uses a common framework and ruleset to examine range-wide condition, population integrity, habitat integrity, and future vulnerability of each species and subspecies.   Each subwatershed (6th level hydrologic unit) within the historic range is scored for each of 20 factors in the framework.
Where can I find CSI data and methods?  Methodologies, data sources and results can be found at www.tu.org.  Click on the “Science” tab on the top of the Trout Unlimited home page, and then highlight “Conservation Success Index.”
What data are used?   The CSI uses a variety of data including status data developed by the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture, and the states of Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Utah, and Wyoming.  Federal agencies are frequent partners with the states in gathering this information.  Fish data are then combined with a number of state-wide and nation-wide data sets on habitat condition and watershed health, which are all listed on the websites. 
What species are included?   CSI results are available for eastern brook trout, Bonneville cutthroat trout, greenback cutthroat trout, westslope cutthroat trout, Yellowstone cutthroat trout, Snake River Finespotted cutthroat trout, Rio Grande cutthroat and Colorado River cutthroat trout.  We are hoping to add Apache trout, Bull Trout and two ESUs for coho salmon in California in 2009. 
What sort of results are available?   Our websites contain range-wide maps of status and trends; management priority maps to help define needed restoration, reintroduction, protection, and monitoring; down-loadable summaries for each species and subspecies; and Google Map and Google EarthTM applications that allow users to navigate among watersheds and see CSI results for regions of interest.
For more information contact Jack Williams (jwilliams@tu.org) or Nat Gillespie (ngillespie@tu.org) with Trout Unlimited.
